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‘This wmagnificent volume is the harvest of herculean (usu. cap.) labors
by an ermy of experts,- 757 editor-years. Many substantial improvements aré
obvious;- paper, Times-koman type, more than enough "enriched" etymology for
;Hsgal needs; 100,000 new and useful words acded; less necessary words omitted;
;§g9rt, clear, one-pnrase" definitions; 200,000 quotations from 14,000 authoré
gw1s81on ot.people, places, much encyclopedic matter, 4 of the entries, and b

/4 of thg illustrations, wakes room for matter not so easily found'eléewhere
g It is a source of pleasure and pride, to have visited Merriam's office ’
ang staff, and glimpsed their enormous files; 10 million items. But "Love
e, lov¢ my dog," would be suicide for any critice Said Brooks Atkinson
éN.Y. Times,- the world's most influential drama critic,): "It is my business
tgi;iih the truthe The only mistake you can make, is not to say what you
. ON WHAT AUTHOK1TY?- "Jobnsonian" (British) dictionaries are based on

classicel propriety," grammar, clerity. "websterian" editors do not believe
they are leaders, or guardians of the language, much less "THE AUTHORITY" :
but nmust record the language like she is spoke, by "Educated Americans," -

Cultivated People."  Britannice says "Preference should be given to éuota-
thns from the best_writers." Does that mean editors, teachers, reviewers
Critics?- or shqw biz, cafe society, sporting circles, underworld colyumis%s
Singing coimmercials? TO WHAT KEW AUDIENCE DOES IT CATER? The amﬁitious? .
studious? conscientious? church members? — or to the frustrated. the cynical -
who, to bg modern, different, are tearing down what they cannot,replace?

CHANGES ARE INCONSISTENT. Sights have been lowered on total words
people, places, foreign phrases, encyclopedic matter, illustrations, obsélete

words, vulgarity, slurring, authority; but RAIS a ] i
ikl differencés. ’ Vs AISED on pronunciation, etymology,
PRONUNCIATION: far wore difficult than oth ;
unfamiliar, “inaccessible. See "Water", below.er e
. ELQYLLOBEDIC MATTER: I miss it; but did it belong here? Much of what
remalns is dubious. See truth, color, bright, 20, 30, current, etc.

1LLUSTRATIONS: 300 now, 12,000 before. Mmany are far from text,

too many symbols,

TREASURE HUNT: Find a period (.), a capital letter, McCarthyism, Gung Ho,
table of chemical elements, the most obscene 4=-letter word, abbreviation of
"postal Money Order," derivation of "Holy Cow," is "a savings" correct? '"a
ways?", why call a woman a "broad?". Name two systems of artificial respira-
‘tion? Who is president of Merriam company? What was invented by Holger? by
Nielsen? What are the Roman numerals for "twelve?" Official name and spelling
of New York Turnpike? Why do we condemn Communism? Is inflation caused by
government spending? What are "female pudenda?" P.554. sl

1 protest abuse of the SCHWA. Because many people say "uh"” for every
short unaccented vowel, must we OK it for serious scholars, speakers, schools,
immigrants, distinguished visitors? (Heavuhn, duhvine, ajuhs, bulluhtuhn?)

Because alcohol, gambling, sex, exaggerated ads, and slgvenly speech can-
not be prevented, must we approve? Do you believe that cglt1vated, educated
speakers say "Ain't?" - "Like a cigarette should?" - "Too", when they wean
"very?" {Not too meny babies are born in cabs,$uys.New York City Healta Chief.)
or that "norseshit" is just usually considered vulgar?

Some slang, some new words and new usages serve a useful purpose,- because
expressive, clever, graphic, colorful; but others are temporary, local, useless,
meaningless, confusing, and should not be perpetuated. 7

Modern versions of the Bible have lessened its poetic grandeur;- They
jar the ear of some, the soul of others." Some even call them Communist :
perversions. Britannica sacrificed its classic scholarship. Radio, and fawily
magazines, advertise liquor. Some question the idea of right and wronge.
Defeatists. embrace Existentialism. wmodern Art, poetry, music, economic
theory, and wrestling, are as phony as the emperor's new clothes. Some
place the entire blame for delinguency on heredity and environment, ignor-

ing "Personal Responsibility." : : - _

But, = "In education, the customer isn't qlways right," says president
A. W. Griswold of Yale. Apnd Karl Barth adds- "The Qhu;ch, as an echo of
trends, has almost lost its soul." "imerica's submission to the herd dis-

tresses me." Bertrand Russell, 6/62. . .

These epidemics will pass; there are many signs of a new Benalssance;

pbut also of respect for learning, for

a revival, not only of religion, : ‘
patriotis&, for heroes, for craftsmanship, thrift, solvency, for the mice-

Kennedy is urging a cult of excellence, = organ-

ties; for gracious livinge. t '
Symphony orchestras and Little Theatres are spring-

izing a cultural center.
ing up everywhere. '

Merriam too, will turn upstream long before another 25 years, and strug-
gle to regain its hard-won status, as Guide and Authority.

IF NOT--WHOSE DUTY IS IT THEN?

I have received 50 reviews from newspapers and magazines. Only three
are enthusiastic. Too bade. for the book has so many great mgrits.
Meantime, keep your King James Bible; your llth Britannica; and your

2nd edition of hMerriam.
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