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Invitation to DSNA XIX
May, 2013
You are cordially invited to participate in the 2013 DSNA Conference to be held at the
Georgia Center for Continuing Education at the University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia,
USA on May 23–25, 2013.

About Athens, Georgia

The city of Athens, also known
as the Southeast’s “Classic City,”
has many exciting attractions
to keep you busy or help you
relax in your off hours, including
a vibrant downtown full of
unique shops, restaurants,
and nightclubs. Rolling Stone
magazine ranked Athens the
number one college music town
in the US. An article in the
New York Times said that “its
reputation as a cutting-edge music scene took off in the early 1980’s after two homegrown
bands, REM and the B-52’s, hit the big time. The town has produced waves of fresh local
acts and a growing number of live music sites since. Even if the music is not to your taste,
the stately homes, lovely university campus, eclectic restaurants, and sleepy Southern
atmosphere provide plenty of other reasons to spend a few days in Athens.” Livability.com
recently ranked Athens number eight on its list of top college towns in the US. According to
Livability, “Downtown pulsates with restaurants, entertainment venues, and more than 65
unique shops that serve as examples of Athens’ strong entrepreneurial climate.”
For more information: www.visitathensga.com and www.flagpole.com.

News of Members
DSNA Vice-President Michael Adams
reports that he attended a “great seminar on
slang ... at the University of Leicester.” The
seminar was organized by Julie Coleman
and attended by Jonathon Green, Tom
Dalzell, Connie Eble, Dianne Bardsley, and
many others.

,;—?!

The Atlantic Wire celebrated National
Punctuation Day by asking prominent
writers about their favorite punctuation
marks. The DSNA was well represented,
with Ben Zimmer touting the em-dash,
Peter Sokolowski admiring the “symbolic
colon” (a Merriam-Webster exclusive),
and Jesse Sheidlower elevating the
“humble space” as “the punctuation mark
to beat.” (www.theatlanticwire.com/
entertainment/2012/09/writers-favoritepunctuation-marks/57152/)
Peter Sokolowski’s Twitter feed was also
extolled in a column
on Slate.com’s
“browbeat” blog.
Peter tracks lookups
on M-W.com, and
tweets about newsrelated words
that are spiking.
A recent example:
“‘Egregious’
spiking at M-W.com. From stories about the
replacement refs.”
Grant Barrett also appears at Slate.com,
credited with helping to explain why
politicians speak from “soapboxes.” (www.
slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/
explainer/2012/08/paul_ryan_heckled_in_
iowa_why_do_politicians_give_speeches_
from_soapboxes_.html)

A recent article for the BBC News Magazine
on Britishisms in American English quoted
many American lexicographers, including
members Jesse Sheidlower and Bill
Kretzschmar. “[T]he line
between trendy and plain
pretentious is a fine one”
says Jesse, but he goes on
to say that “some British
terms can be useful ... and
fill in a gap where there
is no direct equivalent
in American English.”
(www.bbc.co.uk/news/
magazine-19670686)
Continuing in the quoted-on-theInternet vein, Steve Kleinedler pleads
for simplicity in a Chicago Tribune article
entitled “Grammar Rules Worth Breaking”.
“‘I would like to completely banish
the rule against splitting infinitives,’
he says.” (www.chicagotribune.com/
features/life/ct-tribu-words-workrulebreakers-20120919,0,4074825.story)
In a similar vein, Bryan Garner took part in
the New York Times debate column “Which
Language Rules to Flout. Or Flaunt?”
engaging with journalist Robert Lane Greene
on various subjects, starting with what
each sees as the basic distinction between
prescriptivists and descriptivists. (www.
nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2012/09/27/
which-language-and-grammar-rules-toflout/)
Merriam-Webster made a big splash in
August with the list of new words added
in their 2012 update. Several news stories
featured the ever-visible Peter Sokolowski
commenting on the addition of mash-up,
f-bomb, earworm, and gastropub, among
others. (www.theatlanticwire.com/
entertainment/2012/08/meet-dictionarysnew-words-f-bomb-sexting-bucketlist/55745/) ²

DSNA XIX ...continued
About Presenting a Paper at the
Conference

Those wishing to present papers (no longer
than 20 minutes) should send abstracts to Don
McCreary at mccreary@uga.edu no later than
January 10, 2013. Abstracts for papers on any
topic relating to the history, theory, or practice
of lexicography are welcome. Abstracts for
papers about historical lexicography and
bilingual lexicography are especially welcome.

About the Georgia Center for
Continuing Education

The Georgia Center for Continuing Education
provides university-level lifelong learning and
professional education. It is a full-service, adultlearning facility on the campus of the University
of Georgia that has a 200-bedroom hotel, dining
services, conference rooms, and computer labs.
Please visit the Center’s website for further
information, for hotel room reservations, and for
your DSNA registration.
www.georgiacenter.uga.edu/uga-hotel/
conferences-events/register/dsna

Transportation

Athens is about 60 miles from Atlanta. Atlanta’s
international airport is served by Delta and other
airlines with hundreds of flights daily. Regular
ground transportation is available from Groome
Transportation with one van per hour from the
airport to the Georgia Center from 5:15 am until
midnight. It’s best to call them to reserve your
seat.
For flights: www.delta.com

For ground transport: Groome Transportation
www.groometransportation.com/schedule_
athens.html ²
—Don McCreary
Photos courtesy of www.uga.edu. Used by permission of the
Georgia Center for Continuing Education.

Reinhard’s References XII: Academies
by Reinhard Hartmann
Those of us interested in Romance languages will be aware of the long tradition of academies
specifically devoted to dictionaries of French, Italian and Spanish. However, our general knowledge
about academies of sciences and humanities and their contribution to lexicography and related fields
can be deplorably low. It is only when we start to explore the websites of such institutions, we begin to
realise how they have come about and what they have achieved over the centuries. One source which
I myself have found particularly useful to pursue is www.scholarly-societies.org, a project based at the
University of Waterloo in Canada which gives a full account of ‘scholarly societies’ around the world
and how they have developed into academies, although some, like the Royal Society in London, have
retained their old titles.

Some academies have been instrumental in promoting important conferences, such as the New York
Academy of Sciences which over 40 years ago organised the influential meeting that made a first attempt
to survey ‘Lexicography in English’ (McDavid & Duckert 1973). Two other academies, the Magyar
Tudományos Akadémia in Hungary and the Fryske Akademy in the Netherlands, hosted the EURALEX
Congresses of 1988 and 2010, and a third offer (for the 16th Congress planned for 2014) has come from
EURAC in the South Tyrolian part of Italy, which illustrates the gradual integration of such institutions
at the European level.

The Austrian Academy of Sciences earlier this year was responsible for the very successful 7th
Congress of the International Society for Dialectology and Geolinguistics, which also provided an
opportunity to highlight the many important links with lexicography, and on its final day included a
special celebration — an invitation to which brought me back to my birthplace, Vienna — devoted to
the 100-year history of the Dictionary of Bavarian Dialects in Austria (www.oeaw.ac.at/dinamlex/WBOE.
html).
But it is not just conferences that academies sponsor. More importantly, they often play a significant
role in initiating and popularising scientific research on national languages and the standardisation
and codification of their pronunciation, spelling, grammar and vocabulary. This work has resulted
in many elaborate historical dictionary and dialect atlas projects, some of which have gone on for
several generations, e.g. the digital Polish Wielki Słownik (www.wsjp.pl), the comprehensive Hungarian
Nagyszótára (nszt.nytud.hu), the 25-volume Frisian Wurdboek (gtb.inl.nl/?owner=WFT) and the
17-volume Idiotikon for Swiss German (www.idiotikon.ch). Some of this research also overlaps with
neighbouring disciplines such as etymology, terminology and onomastics.
It is impossible to sketch the whole range of such activities in institutions which can range from
local and regional bodies to national and even continental ones (such as EURAC), and can specialise
on a limited number of fields (such as language, literature and arts) or the entire scope of science and
humanities. There has been a recent tendency for them to come together (see portals of associations
such as the European Federation of National Academies of Sciences and Humanities www.allea.org or
the International Union of Academies www.uai-iua.org). 
Categories covered in previous issues of the DSNA Newsletter:

I......periodicals, Number 30.2					
II.....festschrift volumes, 31.1					
III....conference proceedings, 31.2				
IV.....reference works, 32.1					
V......dictionary research centres, 33.1				
VI.....dissertations, 33.2						

VII....textbooks, 34.1
VIII...bibliographies, 34.2
IX......book series, 35.1
X.......associations, 35.2
XI......networks, 36.1

American Council of Learned Societies

			

Report of the DSNA delegate

The American Council of
Learned Societies met in
Washington, D.C. in May
of 2011 and in Philadelphia
in May of 2012. At the 2011
meeting, Lisa Berglund represented DSNA as
chief administrative officer and Ed Finegan as
official delegate. In 2012, Donna Farina attended
in place of Lisa, and Ed again served as DSNA’s
delegate. ACLS meetings blend highly formal
and comparatively informal gatherings, the
former including an official roll call of delegates
before motions are considered and voted upon,
the latter offering, besides food and drink, fine
companionship and plenty of talk, elevated and
practical. ACLS business meetings are sober,
with impressive financial reports. At this year’s
meeting, an increase in net assets of $22.4 million
was reported for the fiscal year ending in June
of 2011, an increase owing largely to investment
income of $16.5 million. At the general meeting,
delegates and guests honor colleagues who
have died in the preceding year, and at the 2011
meeting the passing of Richard W. Bailey and
Sol Steinmetz was acknowledged publicly. On
the more informal side of the ledger, the D.C.
reception bubbled to life (dare I say “literally”?)
in the ornate Great Hall of the Library of
Congress, and the banquet in the same venue
drew linguists representing other societies to the
same table, contributing to a delightful evening.
The more modest ballroom of the Sheraton
Society Hill Hotel, site of the conference itself,
accommodated the Philadelphia reception and
supper.
At the 2012 meeting, parallel evening sessions

on the first night saw Donna at the one entitled
“The Future of International Education and
Research Collaborations” and Ed at the one
addressing “Learned Societies, Humanities
Journals, and Federal Mandates.” In the latter,
the discussion focused largely on implications
of open access for the quality of scholarly
publication and on the finances of learned
societies. The topic arose principally from
concerns that some U.S. government agencies,
notably in the sciences, required open access
publishing of results from funded research.
As part of a research grant, such agencies
often provide funds expressly designated
to underwrite open access in those journals
offering an OA option with subvention from
authors or institutions. Given an audience of
representatives of humanities and social science
learned societies, discussion focused intently on
the degree to which open access might threaten
the financial well being especially of smaller
societies like DSNA. Kathleen Keane, director
of the Johns Hopkins University Press (home of
Project Muse), and Deanna Marcum, managing
director at Ithaka S+R (publisher of JSTOR), gave
voice to the role and concerns of not-for-profit
publishers and the maintenance of quality in
scholarly work. Addressing the for-profit sector
especially in science publishing and the role of
subsidies in that arena was Patrick Kelly, vice
president and publishing director for Wiley
Publishing. In a nutshell, the refrain was whether
the value added by contributions from learned
society publishers—peer reviewing, editorial
mentoring, and so on—was sufficient motivation
for scholars to submit their work to journals that
...continued on page 9

DSNA Membership Renewal
You can now renew your DSNA membership online! For links and more information, see
www.dictionarysociety.com/2011/09/2010-dsna-membership.html

To renew DSNA membership by regular mail, print and fill out the 2012 Renewal Form (available from
the webpage above) and mail it with a check in US or Canadian dollars.
We also accept wire transfers through Western Union. Please contact the executive secretary at
dsnaadmin@gmail.com if you wish to use this payment method. 

Cordell Corner
by David Vancil

I’m pleased to announce that Marisa Cathcart
has joined the Department of Special Collections
as its rare books and manuscripts cataloger. One
of her duties is completing the cataloging of the
pre-1901 holdings in the Cordell Collection. I
want to remind you that over 50% of the pre1901 holdings have already been cataloged.
All eighteenth-century and earlier holdings
in English are cataloged. All foreign-language
holdings through 1700 have been cataloged. In
addition, any materials deemed to be particularly
significant by virtue of their value have been
cataloged. It is very likely that many, if not
most, of the published books which interest
most researchers will be revealed in a search of
the online catalog. The default search mode is a
keyword phrase using an implied “and” search.
For example, by searching on “Calepino 1502,”
I produced not only a record of the first edition
of Ambrogio Calepino’s dictionary but of two
other Calepino titles which mention the date
1502 in their records. While straightforward, the
disadvantage of this kind of searching is that
the results aren’t necessarily in the order that
scholars prefer. Creating a bibliographical listing
similar to that found in a cited works section
at the end of a published article may not even
be possible in some of today’s online catalogs.
Thus there is something to be said for published
bibliographies. Therefore, I remind you that,
while the information provided is very brief, my
book catalog of the Cordell Collection, which cites

the most prominent works, is available as a free
download on the ISU Special Collections website.
Similarly Robert K. O’Neill’s catalog of the
English-language materials is available for use in
hard copy in many university libraries. Anyone
wishing to request a Cordell Collection book to be
cataloged should contact Ms. Cathcart at Marisa.
Cathcart@indstate.edu.
I will no longer be a
member of the Indiana
State University library
faculty beginning in 2013.
For news, Natalie Bulick,
will be preparing content
for at least one newsletter
issue a year. I introduced
Ms. Bulick, who is the
Metadata Librarian, to
Natalie Bulick
members in a previous
newsletter. She selects the Cordell Collection
books which are to be digitized and assures that
they meet the highest standards. At the request of
a researcher, for example, she recently had a fullcolor copy of our 15th-century codex manuscript
by Nonius Marcellus digitized. Contact Natalie
at Natalie.Bulick@indstate.edu for additional
information or to make a request for a dictionary
or other lexical work to be digitized.

In addition, Ms. Bulick will be acting
chairperson of the Department of Special
Collections in the absence of Cinda May, who will
be on a research sabbatical until March, 2013. No
Cordell Collection research fellowships will be
awarded until after Ms. May’s return, so it is best
for applicants to hold off until then or later before
applying. Address all
concerns except those
related to cataloging to
Natalie.
It was a pleasure to
act as a host to my
dear friend, Mira
Podhajecka, during her
August research visit
Mira Podhajecka

as a Cordell Collection research fellow. Mira, a
linguistics professor at the University of Opole,
Poland, first came to ISU in 2005. To view her
comments at the time along with those of fellow
Rod McConchie, visit the Cordell Collection
home page and search on “2005 interview” in
your browser. On her current visit, Mira visited
the Cordell Collection after spending two weeks
in Chicago at the Polish Museum of America,
where she conducted research on Polish-English
bilingual dictionaries. In the Cordell Collection,
she concentrated on Ambrogio Calepino’s
11-language multilingual dictionary of 1590.
Little is known about any of the compilers of the
various parts of Calepino work first published
as a Latin dictionary in 1502, so Mira’s work
appears to have just begun.

While mentioning visitors, I want to
acknowledge the support of my former associate
Dennis Vetrovec in assisting many researchers
in the last 15 years. Be aware that Dennis is
working in another area of the department now,
but his inestimable experience is not something
to be dismissed lightly.
He is often called
upon by other staff for
his knowledge of the
Cordell Collection.

Many other
individuals provided
me with support
deserving of
Dennis Vetrovec
acknowledgment. My
1993 catalog of the dictionaries in the Cordell
Collection was supported by Ronald Leach,
library dean at the time of its preparation.
Librarian Robert Carter did fact checking for the
catalog, and library associate Cynthia Sullivan
input many thousands of records which were
used to generate the book catalog and continue to
be the mainstay of the pre-1901 online database.
Without the interest and support of former
dictionary collector Tom Rodgers, I would have
never started the research that resulted in my
checklist of incunable dictionaries published
in 1994—a work that included the efforts of
graduate student Kevin Jett, who now teaches

English at the University of Toledo.

Many collectors, donors, and booksellers
contributed to my personal intellectual growth
during my more than 25 years at its helm. I
particularly want to acknowledge Indianapolis
native and dictionary collector Jerry Farrell in
this respect. A special nod goes out to Madeline
Kripke and Susan Thomson as well. Both of
these women helped to enlarge my knowledge of
books, particularly dictionaries.
Donors of lexical material and other materials
have been varied. I do not recall if I have ever
explicitly stated how grateful I am to Rob RulonMiller for his many generous contributions to
the Cordell Collection, including books and
the seed money for the research fellowship.
The Department of English at Indiana State
University also donated funding to the research
fellowship. I have encouraged others to donate,
and I am appreciative of the Cordell family for
their generous donations.
Truthfully, the Cordell Collection has become a
kind of magnet for donors of allied collections.
For example, Jerry Rosenberg, Barbara Burger,
Yuri and Takako Weydling, J. Edward Gates,
and Theodore Haebler have donated a variety
of materials that supplement the books in
the Cordell Collection. On a few occasions,
collections or archives have been purchased, as
was the case with the Laurence Urdang archive.
The idea behind this was that eventually the
Cordell Collection might become the lynchpin
of a formalized research center for lexicology
and lexicography research in English and select
other languages. If funds had been available,
it is my wish that we would have purchased
the Barnhart publishing archive. Even without
the Barnhart material, an informal research
center has developed in the Special Collections
Department with the Cordell Collection at its
core. We all know that when an organization
has form and can articulate its purpose or focus,
it can accomplish great things. Just look at the
outcomes that DARE has achieved.
Of course, additions made directly to the
Cordell Collection continue through purchases

...continued on next page

Cordell Corner, continued

and gifts. Some of the gifts have come from the
Cordell family itself and from other interested
parties such as Barbara Kipfer and, again, J.
Edward Gates.

The Cordell Collection will continue to grow.
Indiana State University and the university
library set aside funds every year for purchases. I
believe that donors will continue to be generous.
Is it possible that it could be eclipsed by other,
faster growing collections? Anything is possible,
but the Cordell Collection has many of the
early English dictionaries which are no longer
available. It should remain dominant in the area
of English-language lexicography prior to 1901.
With adequate funding, the Cordell Collection
could augment its impressive holdings in the
twentieth century. With respect to other areas
of linguistic research, I hope that the Cordell
Collection and its parent organization can
strike up partnerships with other libraries and
institutions. In fact, the Lilly Library at IU and the
Cordell Collection began a tenuous exploration of
a possible partnership a few years ago.

Everyone knows that dictionaries and other
reference works receive hard use. It will become
increasingly difficult to find copies of such books,
as individuals unthinkingly toss them into the
trash in favor of electronic works. I hope for an
infusion of donations now rather than later, both
of funds and of gifts to assure the expanding
vision revealed by Warren Cordell in his oftenpublished remarks. Some books will all but
disappear in the next decade. It would be a shame
to miss out on them because we waited too long
to try to collect them.
Finally, to all members of the DSNA, I want to
say I have enjoyed knowing all of you. I do not
think I have met a more varied and down-toearth group of enthusiasts and scholars than the
members of this organization. My plans include
continuing my membership while working on
several writing projects as well as trying my
hand at teaching again. I want to thank Victoria
Neufeldt for proposing the Cordell Corner
column many years ago and Katy Isaacs for
continuing it under her editorship. 

All photos for this column are courtesy of David Vancil and
Indiana State University.

ACLS Report, continued

didn’t offer open access and how those that did
offer it would survive financially.

The second day of ACLS annual meetings
includes presentations and panel discussions,
the former chiefly by those recently completing
projects sponsored by ACLS fellowships. With
an impressively large endowment, ACLS is
in a strong position to help move humanities
scholarship ahead, and the fellowship winners
represented a wide range of fields and methods.
(None of the 2012 presenters reflected interests
closely related to DSNA.) Giving considerable
promise of interest was an afternoon plenary
panel addressing “How the Humanities Help
Us Understand Economic Behavior.” Alexander
J. Field, professor of economics at Santa Clara
University, Jonathan Levy from Princeton’s
history department, and Deirdre McCloskey,
professor of economics, history, English, and
communication at the University of Illinois at
Chicago, gave stimulating presentations, but
the presentations did not faithfully address the
topic, as delegates and others weren’t shy about
pointing out during the Q&A, and attendees
left better informed about economics in some
ways but not about how the humanities help
us understand it. ACLS customarily invites
the chair of the National Endowment for the
Humanities as its featured luncheon speaker on
the only full day of the conference. In both years,
James Leach offered a frank and disheartening
prospect of federal support for the humanities.

A real highlight of each year’s ACLS meeting
is The Charles Homer Haskins Prize Lecture,
given by a distinguished senior scholar,
reflecting on his or her career. Henry Glassie,
College Professor Emeritus of Folklore at Indiana
University, gave the 2011 lecture; Joyce Appleby,
Professor Emerita of History at UCLA, gave
this year’s. William Labov of the University
of Pennsylvania, and a scholar probably more
familiar to DSNA members, received the prize
in 2009. The Haskins Prize lectures are available
in various formats at www.acls.org/pubs/
haskins/. 
—Ed Finegan

Industry News
To Print or Not to Print, that is the
question....

The dictionary world, as we have all seen, is
perched between print and ether, with different
publishers coming down on different sides of
the equation.

Macmillan announced this fall (to some
controversy) that it will no longer be producing
a print dictionary. The Dictionary of American
Regional English, on the other hand, announces
that they have just shipped the print version
of Volume VI, and it should be on bookstore
shelves any day now. And Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt has acquired Webster’s New World from
John Wiley & Sons—whether that will remain a
print publication or not was not discussed in the
press release.

First the good news, from Joan Hall: “DARE
Volume VI has just shipped from the Harvard
University Press warehouse to bookstores
across the country. It should be available near
you in the next few days. ... Volume VI has
hundreds of contrastive maps (so you can see,
for instance, the distributions of hero, hoagie,
grinder, sub, torpedo, and Cuban all in one place);
‘social’ maps showing contrasts by age, sex,
race, education and community type; the full
index to regional, usage, and etymological
labels in the five volumes of text; the DARE
Questionnaire; and all of the responses to 430
of the questions asked during the original
fieldwork. It’s a great teaching tool and a fun
book to browse.” A coupon for 20% off any
of the six volumes of DARE can be found on
the last page of the current issue of the DARE
Newsletter: dare.wisc.edu/sites/dare.wisc.edu/
files/DARENEWS15_4.pdf

More good news from Allan Metcalf, via
the Lingua Franca blog at chronicle.com: “A
looming crisis for newspaper editors has been
averted. Webster’s New World Dictionary is in safe
hands again.” According to American Heritage
Dictionary Executive Editor Steve Kleinedler,
HMH has retained the Webster’s New World
lexicographers, and they “are continuing their

...continued on page 11

Lexicographic Opportunities and Announcements
Dates of Interest:
Lexicography Around the
World

2013

DSNA XIX will be held in Athens, Georgia
on May 23–25, 2013. Deadline for papers is
January 10.
www.dictionarysociety.com
AFRILEX 2013 will be held in Port Elizabeth,
South Africa on July 2–5, 2013. Deadline for
papers is March 15.
afrilex.africanlanguages.com
AUSTRALEX 2013 will be held in Adelaide,
Australia on July 25–27. 2013.
www.australex.org
ASIALEX 2013 will be held in Bali, Indonesia
on August 20–22, 2013. Deadline for papers
is January 11. Lexicom-Asia, a workshop in
lexicography and lexical computing, will be
held in conjunction with ASIALEX. Deadline
is tba.
www.asialex2013.org
eLEX 2013 (electronic lexicography in the 21st
century) will be held in Tallinn, Estonia on
October 17–19, 2013.
eki.ee/elex2013
2014

EURALEX 2014 will be held in BozenBolzano, Italy in July of 2014.
www.euralex.org
Links and more information about these and
other conferences can be found at pangaealex.
org. 

LSA Summer Institute 2013

DSNA president Orin Hargraves will once again
be teaching a class sponsored by DSNA at the
Linguistic Society of America’s Summer Institute.
This year’s course is on Natural Language
Processing; the Institute will be held June 24–July
19, 2013; more information at lsa2013.lsa.umich.
edu.

ADS/LSA/MLA events

A Modern Language Association conference
session on Digital Dictionaries will be held
Saturday, January 5, sponsored by the
Discussion Group on Lexicography. DSNA Past
President Michael Hancher will preside and
outgoing Executive Secretary Lisa Berglund
will ably assist. The speakers include: former
DSNA President David Jost on “Dictionaries
In Electronic Form: The Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt Experience,” and DSNA members Peter
Sokolowski of Merriam-Webster on “What We’ve
Learned About Dictionary Use Online,” and
Ben Zimmer on “Lexicography 2.0: Reimagining
Dictionaries And Thesauri For The Digital Age.”
DSNA Members at the conference are heartily
encouraged to attend the session.
And, a notice from the DSNA Office:
The American Dialect Society, the Linguistic
Society of America and the Modern Language
Association converge in Boston on January 3-5,
2013. As so many of our members are affiliated
with those organizations, DSNA is seizing the
opportunity to host an informal gathering. We
know you’ll be busy debating the ADS Word of
the Year, and joining Ben Zimmer, David Jost,
Peter Sokolowski, Michael Hancher and Lisa
Berglund at the MLA panel on Digital Dictionaries
... but there’s always time for DSNA folks to
gather and celebrate lexicography! We’ll keep
you posted.

In Memoriam
We are saddened by the loss of longtime DSNA
Member and Fellow of the Society Roger J.
Steiner, who passed away on November 2, 2012.
Professor Steiner was featured in a profile in the
Spring 2011 DSNA Newsletter (issue 35-1).
The obituary below was posted by the
University of Delaware UDaily on November 26,
2012.
Roger Jacob Steiner, professor emeritus of
linguistics and cognitive science died Nov. 2. He
was 88.
Dr. Steiner taught linguistics at the University
of Delaware for 33 years. A lexicographer, his
French and English dictionary sold millions
of copies. He revised five Spanish and English
dictionaries.

Before joining the Delaware faculty, he taught at
the University of Bordeaux in France and spent
15 years in the Methodist pastorate. He remained
an ordained minister with membership in the
Eastern Pennsylvania conference of the United
Methodist Church with occasional preaching
activity.
Dr. Steiner was a member of the Pennsylvania
Society Sons of the Revolution, Lancaster, Pa.
chapter, and the Delaware Society Sons of the
American Revolution, Maj. Robert Kirkwood
Chapter, in Newark, Del., where he served a
term as president.

Born in South Byron, Wisc., he served in
World War II and graduated from Franklin
and Marshall College, cum laude with Phi Beta
Kappa. He received both a master’s degree and
a Ph.D. from the University of Pennsylvania. He
received a master of divinity degree from Union
Theological Seminary.

§

He was predeceased by his wife, Ida Kathryn
Posey Steiner, and is survived by two sons,
David Posey Steiner and Andrew Posey Steiner,
and by two grandchildren, Sierra Maria Steiner
and Emily Faith Steiner, and by Anthony Wright,
who was like a son, of Newark, Del.

The Newsletter has also received word of the
death of Tom Rodgers, a longtime member of the
DSNA who collected puzzles and dictionaries,
on April 10. According to David Vancil, Tom
had 1800 dictionaries in his collection and
thousands of wordbooks. Tom was also involved
in the initial research which resulted in David’s
1994 book Incunable Dictionaries: A Checklist and
Publishing History. If any member who knew
him would like to write a remembrance, please
contact the newsletter editor. 

Industry News, continued
work toward a new college edition.” Allan
Metcalf assures us, also, that “[t]hey will retain
editorial autonomy, and WNW’s voice and
style will continue to be distinct.” (chronicle.
com/blogs/linguafranca/2012/11/28/
an-orphan-finds-a-loving-home)

As for the other news—good or bad depending
on whom you ask—Michael Rundell at the
Macmillan blog explained and justified the
No More Print decision in two blog posts in
November: “The digital medium is the best
platform for a dictionary.” An online platform
frees the dictionary from the space constraints
of print, and allows the editors to “provide all
kinds of supplementary resources” (such as the
blog quoted) and to keep up with the rapid pace
of language change and update the dictionary as
needed. “[E]xiting print is a moment of liberation
... at last our dictionaries have found their ideal
medium.” (macmillandictionaryblog.com/byeprint-dictionary; macmillandictionaryblog.com/
no-more-print-dictionaries) 
—Katherine Isaacs

DSNA Freelancer List
The DSNA Office keeps lists of freelancers and of
members willing to be contacted with questions
from the general public, news media, and so
forth. If you would like to be added to either list,
please contact Lisa Berglund at <dsnaadmin@
gmail.com>
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Publishing Information
The DSNA Newsletter is published twice a year, in
the Spring and Fall. The editor is Katherine Isaacs.
News of members and other items of interest to
our readers are welcome. Please send Newsletter
correspondence, such as items for publication, etc.,
to the editor at <editor.dsnan@gmail.com>.

DSNA Web Site
www.dictionarysociety.com
Members with web sites of lexicographical interest
who would like to be linked from our website can
send URLs for consideration to the DSNA office at
<dsnaadmin@gmail.com>.
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U.S., Canada,
Other
			
& Mexico
countries
Regular, joint, institutions: $50
$70
Student or retired:
$40		
$60
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